Empirical Attenuation Equations for
Vertical Ground Motion in Turkey
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In the aftermath of two destructive urban earthquakes in 1999 in Turkey,
empirical models of strong motion attenuation relationships that have been
previously developed for North American and European earthquakes have
been utilized in a number of national seismic hazard studies. However, comparison of empirical evidence and estimates present significant differences.
For that reason, a data set created from a suite of 100 vertical strong ground
motion records from 47 national earthquakes that occurred between 1976 and
2002 has been used to develop attenuation relationships for strong ground
motion in Turkey. A consistent set of empirical attenuation relationships was
derived for predicting vertical peak and pseudo-absolute vertical acceleration
spectral ordinates in terms of magnitude, source-to-site distance, and local
geological conditions. The study manifests the strong dependence of vertical
to horizontal (V/H) acceleration ratio on spectral periods and relatively
weaker dependence on site geology, magnitude, and distance. The V/H ratio
is found to be particularly significant at the higher frequency end of the spectrum, reaching values as high as 0.9 at short distances on soil sites. The largest long-period spectral ratios are observed to occur on rock sites where they
can reach values in excess of 0.5. These results raise misgivings concerning
the practice of assigning the V/H ratio a standard value of two-thirds. Hence,
nonconservatism of this value at short periods and its conservatism at long
periods underline the need for its revision, at least for practice in Turkey.
[DOI: 10.1193/1.1774183]
INTRODUCTION
In 1999, Turkey was struck by two destructive earthquakes that occurred less than
three months apart on the 1500-km-long North Anatolian Fault (NAF) that compares
with the San Andreas Fault in California in terms of many of its features. The first of
these two earthquakes hit the most densely populated urban environments, namely Kocaeli and Sakarya provinces, situated on an alluvial fan at the western part of the NAF
with magnitude (MW) 7.4. The second MW 7.2 event destroyed the city (now provincial
capital) of Düzce. These catastrophes were among the largest seismic events in the eastern Mediterranean basin during the last century and the first widely recorded and well
studied NAF events. They provided the most extensive strong ground motion data set
ever recorded in Turkey within about 170 km of the surface fault rupture, causing substantial structural damage, casualties, and economic loss. The first event (the 17 August
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1999, Kocaeli earthquake) generated 34 ground motion recordings associated with a 130
km surface rupture involving four distinct fault segments on the northernmost strand of
the western extension of the NAF. The second event (the 12 November 1999, Düzce
earthquake) triggered 20 instruments and caused 35 km of surface rupture on the eastern
extension of the former event.
These two recent Turkish events were the latest among a successive westerly propagating earthquake sequence on the NAF that began with the magnitude 7.9 Erzincan
earthquake in the eastern part of Turkey in 1939, and has generated ten destructive earthquakes having magnitudes greater than seven over past 60 years. This earthquake sequence similar to the toppling of domino pieces has now arrived at the gates of the most
densely populated and the industrialized heart of Turkey, namely, the Istanbul metropolitan area (Parsons et al. 2000). The likelihood of experiencing devastating earthquakes on
such a high-profile area in the near future has stimulated a number of studies toward
national or regional seismic hazard and risk assessment studies for the country. One
principal criticism for these concerns the blind implementation of empirical models of
strong motion attenuation relations that have been previously proposed for North American and European earthquakes, despite the lack of proof for their cross applicability. The
overprediction of these imported relationships to national earthquake data has been extensively questioned by a number of researchers (e.g., Gülkan and Kalkan 2002, Anderson et al. 2000, Rathje et al. 2000, Safak et al. 2000). There is evidence to serve as a
reminder that there exists little support for the carefree import of attenuation relationships from other environments for use in important engineering applications elsewhere
(Atkinson and Boore 1997, Gülkan and Kalkan 2002).
The assurance of earthquake-resistant design of structures and consequently minimization of losses from destructive earthquakes entail well-grounded ground motion prediction capability. With the increasing number of records now available in Turkey, it appears possible to explore the relationship between the general characteristics of spectral
shapes derived from national strong ground motion records and list their parameters.
This may help to overcome the lack of knowledge on the attenuation characteristics of
Turkey, and inconsistencies in the implementation of foreign predictive equations. From
this perspective, the development of attenuation relations for peak horizontal and spectral acceleration ordinates by Gülkan and Kalkan (2002) is an effort toward this goal.
That attempt facilitated the construction of hazard-consistent site-specific design spectra
for Turkey (Kalkan and Gülkan 2004a). To fill the gap in the mosaic, a consistent set of
empirical attenuation relationships for predicting the vertical component of peak ground
acceleration (PGA) and 5-percent-damped vertical spectral acceleration response spectra
is now developed within the frame work of this study. The empirical predictive model
for Turkey will be again presented in terms of moment magnitude, source-to-site distance, and local-site conditions with associated measures of uncertainty.
Since the characteristics of the ratio of vertical to horizontal strong ground motion
were also sought, a separate set of empirical equations for predicting V/H spectral ratios
was developed as a function of the same set of parameters used for the vertical attenuation model. Although it is possible to combine the two attenuation equations that individually predict the vertical and horizontal accelerations to obtain the spectral ratios, explicit determination of the correlation between the vertical and horizontal spectra
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presents a unique opportunity to examine the validation of the proposed attenuation relationships. Therefore, characteristics of V/H spectral ratios were compared with those
attained from both attenuation relationships and the actual ratios from recordings. This
has further facilitated the investigation of the correctness of assigning spectral ratio a
value of two-thirds in standard engineering practice in Turkey.
STRONG MOTION DATABASE
A data set from 100 vertical strong ground motion records from 47 earthquakes that
occurred between 1976 and 2002 in Turkey has been created as the expanded and updated version of the previously compiled database on which the horizontal attenuation
relationships were derived. The former data set consisted of 47 horizontal components of
19 earthquakes between 1976 and 1999, and in this new rendition several post-1999
events have been added. The current database includes data recorded within 250 km of
the causative fault from earthquakes in the magnitude range of 4.5 to 7.4. All of the
earthquakes occurred in the shallow crustal tectonic environment of Turkey. The list of
these events and the number of recordings for each of their site categories are given in
Table 1. A more comprehensive description of the strong motion database is presented in
the Appendix, where station names and their abbreviations have been reproduced exactly
as they were originally reported so that independent checks may be made. The epicenters
of earthquakes and locations of the recording stations are marked on an active faulting
map of Turkey, and exhibited in Figure 1. That figure is a reminder that the records used
are mostly representative for the active tectonic environment of Turkey.
In the database, records were limited to the closer distances to minimize the complex
propagation effects for longer distances. Earthquake size was characterized by moment
magnitude MW , as described by Hanks and Kanamori (1979). When original magnitudes were listed in other scales, conversion was done according to Wells and Coppersmith (1994) and Kramer (1996). The magnitudes were restricted to about MW⭓4.5 to
emphasize those ground motions having greatest engineering interests, and to limit the
analysis to the more reliably recorded events. Only one event, the 3 April 2002, MW 4.2
Burdur earthquake, was not subjected to this limitation because of its high vertical acceleration (31 mg) recorded.
Several parameters in the former data set, including closest distance, magnitude, and
site geology, were revised based on the collection of supplemental information after
1999. This revision was considered to be necessary since the data comes from a variety
of sources of different accuracy and reliability. The sources of information are also referenced in the Appendix for each of their corresponding data points. Particularly, based
on the broadcasted information by USGS, PEER, and COSMOS, some correction and
fine-tuning were done on the distance and local-site condition parameters of the Kocaeli
and Düzce events. Some of the station coordinates (e.g., Çerkeş Meteroloji İst.) were
corrected by ERD (Earthquake Research Department of General Directorate of Disaster
Affairs) and thereby causing distance revision as large as 16.1 km in this new rendition.
For the source distance (rcl), we adopted the closest horizontal distance (or Joyner
and Boore distance) between the recording station and a point on the horizontal projection of the rupture zone on the earth’s surface. However, for some of the smaller events,
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Table 1. Earthquakes used in the analysis

* Data source: Earthquake Research Department (ERD), General Directorate of Disaster Affairs
N/A: Hypocentral depth information is not available

rupture surfaces have not been defined clearly, so epicentral distances have been used
instead. We believe that use of epicentral distance does not introduce significant bias because the dimensions of the rupture area for small earthquakes are usually much smaller
than the distance to the recording stations. The distribution of the earthquakes in this
new data set in terms of magnitude, site geology, and source distance is demonstrated in
Figure 2, and our entire ensemble with respect to vertical PGA values and closest hori-
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Figure 1. Epicenters of earthquakes and locations of strong motion recording stations on active
faulting map of Turkey.

zontal distance is exhibited in Figure 3. The paucity of data from the small number of
normal-faulting (14 recordings) and reverse-faulting earthquakes (5 recordings) in the
data set did not permit us to treat the faulting mechanism as a parameter, as this would

Figure 2. Distribution of records in the database with respect to magnitude and closest horizontal distance for rock, soil, and soft-soil site conditions.
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Figure 3. Distribution of records in the database with respect to vertical PGA and closest horizontal distance for rock, soil, and soft-soil site conditions.

give undue weight to particular faulting categories. Therefore, normal, reverse, and
strike-slip earthquakes were combined into a single faulting category. Until additional
data becomes available, this will constitute a constraint for the presented results in this
paper.
The data used in the analysis represents main shocks recorded mostly in small or
medium-sized state-owned buildings up to three stories tall because the strong motion
stations in Turkey are colocated with institutional facilities for ease of access, phone
hook-up, and security. This proximity contaminates the seismograms and causes modified acceleration records (e.g., Anderson et al. 2001). This is one of the unavoidable
causes of epistemic parametric uncertainties in our study, but there are other attributes
that must be mentioned. The first is our omission of aftershock data. Most of these come
from the two major 1999 events, and contain free-field data that we did not wish to commingle with the rest of the data. We also eliminated the few records for which the peak
acceleration caused by the main shock is less than about 10 mg despite their magnitudes
above the threshold of (MW) 4.5. Such a limitation in the data set resulted in exclusion
of aftershock data recorded in the permanent stations as well.
When we consider the effects of geological conditions on ground motion and response spectra, the widely accepted method of reflecting these effects is to classify the
recording stations according to the shear-wave velocity profiles of their substrata in the
upper 30 m, Boore et al. (1993, 1997). Unfortunately, shear-wave velocity and detailed
site description are incomplete for most stations in Turkey. It is nonetheless possible to
classify the 65 permanent strong motion stations in our data set into three categories
roughly by analogy with information in geology of their locations. The type of geologic
material underlying each recording station was obtained in a number of ways: consultation with geologists at ERD, various geologic maps, past earthquake reports, and geo-
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logical references prepared for Turkey. Based on this collected qualitative data, we prefer
to use more general classification of site geology that could be applied uniformly and
would be broadly applicable. Therefore, we divided soil groups for recording stations in
Turkey into three categories: rock (with average shear wave velocity, VS , over 30m
depth is 700 m/sec); soil (VS is 400 m/sec); and soft soil (VS is 200 m/sec). The correspondence between these values and more widely accepted soil categories is obviously
tenuous.
VERTICAL ATTENUATION RELATIONSHIPS
Attenuation relationships used in this study were developed from the general form of
the equation proposed by Spudich et al. (1999). Originally, their equation was developed
to estimate the horizontal PGA and 5-percent-damped peak spectral velocity (PSV).
With modifications on this equation, we obtained the ground motion estimation equation
for vertical component of PGA and 5-percent-damped pseudo-absolute vertical spectral
accelerations. The general form of this regression relation is of the form

lnY V⫽C1⫹C2共 M⫺6兲⫹C3共 M⫺6兲2⫹C4共 M⫺6兲3⫹C5 ln r⫹C6⌫1⫹C7⌫2⫹P

(1)

r⫽共r2cl⫹h2兲1/2

(2)

where Y V is the vertical ground motion parameter (vertical PGA or pseudo-absolute vertical spectral acceleration in g), M is the moment magnitude, rcl is the closest horizontal
distance (or Joyner-Boore distance) from the station to a site of interest in km, and C1 ,
C2 , C3 , C4 , C5 , and h are the regression parameters to be determined. C6 and C7 are soil
and soft-soil amplification parameters with respect to rock. In this equation, h is a fictitious depth, and ⌫ is an index variable controlling the local geological conditions. For
rock sites ⌫1⫽⌫2⫽0; for soil sites ⌫1⫽1 and ⌫2⫽0; for soft soil sites ⌫1⫽0 and ⌫2
⫽1. The additional cubical term for magnitude was introduced in Equation 1 to compensate for the controversial effects of sparsity of the Turkish earthquakes, and consequently resulted in a better fit to the actual data. In this equation, distance term shows
the geometrical attenuation, whereas the terms of magnitude and site conditions represent anelastic attenuation. The standard deviation of InY V is , and the P takes a value of
0 for mean values and 1 for 84-percentile of lnY V .
Considerable exploratory analyses for obtaining simultaneously the best estimates
and least standard error justified the use of two-stage multivariate nonlinear regression
analysis for determining the coefficients in the median attenuation equation via decoupling the site effects from magnitude and distance dependence. Thus the entire data was
regressed in the first stage disregarding the local-site effects, yielding the parameters C1
to C5 and h. In this stage, magnitude and distance are the only independent parameters.
Local-site effects were determined in the next stage, thereby constraining the initially
estimated parameters (C1 to C5 and h). Thereafter, the rock data was first regressed to
update the value of offset factor C1 using a transferring parameter C8. Then the soil
amplification factors, C6 and C7, were derived by performing separate regression analyses on soil and soft soil data constraining the aforementioned parameters and using updated C1 (i.e., C1updated⫽C1⫹C8). This exercise was performed on vertical PGA and
the pseudo-absolute acceleration spectral ordinates individually. The spectral ordinates at
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5 percent of critical damping were kept in the range of 0.1 to 2.0 sec (a total of 46 periods) at the same intervals used in the Caltech volumes (1972). The coefficients for estimating the vertical component of pseudo-absolute acceleration response by Equation 1
are listed in Table 2. The resulting parameters can be used to produce attenuation relationships that predict the vertical response spectra over the full range of magnitudes
(MW 4.5 to 7.4) and distances (rcl) up to 200 km. The resultant attenuation curves for
vertical PGA for rock, soil, and soft soil sites are shown in Figure 4 for magnitude 7.0
and 5.0 earthquakes. The complete vertical spectra constructed based on Equation 1 and
Table 2 of coefficients is presented in Figure 5 for MW 6.0 and 7.4 earthquakes at a distance of 10 km. Also shown are the horizontal spectra from our earlier work for comparison (Gülkan and Kalkan 2002). At long periods, the differences between soft soil
and rock sites are barely distinguishable in vertical spectra, whereas in horizontal spectra
these differences are more noticeable. There also exists a clear picture of increase in the
predominant period with increase in magnitude in horizontal spectra; however, such a
trend is less significant in the vertical spectra. It should be also noted that the predominant periods of the horizontal spectra (0.2 to 0.5 sec) are longer than those of the vertical
spectra (around 0.1 sec).
The regression results were used to compute the estimation error for both vertical
component of PGA and spectral accelerations at individual periods. The standard deviation of the residuals (In), expressing the random variability of ground motions, is in the
range of 0.5 to 0.7 for rock and soil sites and 0.4 to 0.9 for soft soil sites. Residuals plots
of vertical PGA estimation based on Equation 1 for the full data set as functions of magnitude and closest distance are presented in Figures 6 and 7 together with their linear
best-fit relations. With respect to magnitude term, no significant trends are observed either for the full data set (Figure 6a) or for any of the site categories (Figure 6b). This
may serve as evidence for magnitude independency of the residuals. However, the perspective is slightly different for the distance parameter, although no significant trends
exist for the full data set (Figure 7a), the minor trends are noticed in Figure 7b particularly for the soil and soft soil data. This figure shows that distance dependence is affected by a few high residuals at longer distances, namely for more than 100 km. Consequently, we believe that the distance dependence of residuals in Figure 7b is in part
caused by the sparseness of the rock and soft soil data at farther distances (Figure 2) in
our database.
COMPARISON WITH RECENT ATTENUATION EQUATIONS
Since there are no published vertical attenuation relationships in the literature for
Turkey, the attenuation relations given in Equation 1 with the coefficients in Table 2
could only be compared with those recently developed by Ambraseys et al. (1996) and
Campbell (1997). Ambraseys et al. (1996) proposed their empirical equations for the estimation of vertical response spectra for Europe, but they have also investigated the nearfield V/H spectral ratios using worldwide earthquakes. In their vertical spectra, local soil
effects were considered in three categories as rock (VS⬎750 m/sec), stiff soil
(360 m/sec⬍VS⬍750 m/sec), and soft soil (VS⬍360 m/sec). Campbell (1997) studied
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Table 2. Coefficients for Equation 1, for vertical PGA and 5-percent-damped spectral accelerations

* Number of records used for two-staged nonlinear regression
** Vertical component of peak ground acceleration
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Figure 4. Curves of vertical PGA versus distance for magnitude (MW) 5.0 and 7.0 earthquakes
at rock (R), soil (S), and soft-soil (SS) site conditions.

the attenuation characteristics of vertical ground motion using worldwide earthquakes in
a global manner, and his equations pertain to alluvium (or firm soil), soft rock, and hard
rock site conditions.
Figure 8 gives the comparison of our model with that of Ambraseys et al. (1996) for
soft-soil site conditions. The three-dimensional attenuation surfaces shown in this figure
give more insight into the picture by setting the magnitude term free of constraint. This
figure exhibits faster attenuation of Ambraseys’s model along both magnitude and distance axes at close distances in contrast to our long distance predictions. The attenuation
of vertical PGA for a magnitude 7.4 earthquake for three subsoil conditions is next compared with those recent models in Figure 9. The measured data points from the 1999
Kocaeli event are also marked to show how the prediction curves fit the observations.
The best estimate curves in these figures correspond to mean values. Also drawn are the
plus and minus sigma curves of our model to show the prediction band corresponding to
84 percentile probability. The peak acceleration estimation given herein possesses a standard deviation (In) of 0.629, 0.607, and 0.575 for rock, soil, and soft soil sites, respectively. Comparing the predictions of different models, we observe that our ground motion predictions at short distances are lower than the others. However, at farther
distances this effect is counterbalanced, resulting in higher predictions. Notably, there
exists a significant similarity in our attenuation curves and those of Ambraseys’, particularly after 10 km of source-to-site distance. It is also noteworthy that comparison of predicted horizontal spectra from our earlier work with those attained from other horizontal
attenuation models exhibited similar trends.
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Figure 5. Expected mean vertical spectra for rock (R), soil (S), and soft-soil (SS) site classes,
for (MW) 7.4 and 6.0 earthquakes at a closest horizontal distance of 10 km and comparison of
horizontal spectra of Gülkan and Kalkan (2002).

We have next compared the recorded spectra for several strong motions records of
the Erzincan (1992), Dinar (1995), Kocaeli (1999), and Düzce (1999) earthquakes with
our predicted vertical spectra based on Equation 1 with the coefficients in Table 2. These
comparisons are presented in Figure 10. With the exception of the Mudurnu record of
the Düzce earthquake (MDR at rcl⫽30.9 km), the others were intentionally selected
near-field records (rcl⬍15 km) to emphasize the ground motions of particular engineer-
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Figure 6. (a) Residuals of natural logarithm of vertical PGA from Equation 1 with Table 2 coefficients as a function of magnitude for three different site categories; (b) Regressions of residuals of natural logarithm of vertical PGA on distance for three different site categories.

ing significance. The comparisons in this figure reveal that estimated response curves are
in general agreement with the computed responses of recorded accelerations at various
magnitude, distance, and site categories.
PREDICTION OF V/H SPECTRAL RATIO
Although the current building codes and seismic provisions stimulated the use of
two-thirds of horizontal acceleration as the vertical component of design acceleration (as

Figure 7. (a) Residuals of natural logarithm of vertical PGA from Equation 1 with Table 2 coefficients as a function of closest horizontal distance for three different site categories; (b) Regressions of residuals of natural logarithm of vertical PGA on magnitude for three different site
categories.
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Figure 8. Comparison of our predictive model for vertical PGA with that of Ambraseys et al.
(1996) on a 3-D plot for magnitude range of 4.5 to 7.5 and distance range of 0 to 200 km.

first proposed by Newmark and Hall in 1982), its accuracy is subject to misgivings particularly for the regions exposed to high seismicity. In fact, the V/H spectral ratio has
been recently observed to be greater than two-thirds near the source of moderate to large
earthquakes and less than this threshold at larger distances (Campbell 1985, Abrahamson and Litehiser 1989). It is therefore a necessity to obtain a clear understanding of
variations between vertical and horizontal components of ground motion for reliable
seismic hazard and risk assessment studies. For that purpose, a consistent set of equations for predicting the V/H spectral ratios, R, for Turkey was developed utilizing the
same data set given in Appendix. Principally, it is also possible to determine R by predicting vertical and horizontal accelerations separately (by means of predeveloped attenuation relationships). However, we preferred to perform a regression directly on spectral ratios, and left the second procedure for the cross-check of our results. Therefore,
100 time histories populated for the derivation of vertical attenuation relationships were
redistilled to obtain the envelope of the ratio of two horizontal spectra to vertical spectra
for each recording.
Two-stage linear regression was next performed considering various combinations of
predictive formulas. The equation presented below as Equation 3 was recommended at
the end to predict the V/H spectral ratios (for 5 percent of critical damping) at each spectral period. The attenuation model applied for that purpose is linear in terms of moment
magnitude and closest distance, and is close to the form of the equation given by Ambraseys et al. (1996). Their empirical equation was developed to predict the spectral ratios of near-field earthquakes using both the worldwide and European data sets separately and without treating the local-site conditions as a parameter. However, the analysis
results here appraise the clear distinction between different site conditions in terms of
spectral ratios at each response period, thereby suggesting the implementation of these
effects into the empirical model. Based on this premise, two additional parameters were
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Figure 9. Curves for vertical PGA versus distance for magnitude 7.4 earthquake at rock, soil,
and soft-soil site conditions.

incorporated into the equation of Ambraseys et al. (1996) to reflect the influence of
local-site effects. Hence the resultant empirical equation for estimating spectral ratios
has taken the following form:

R⫽SAV /SAH⫽C1⫹C2M⫹C3rcl⫹C4⌫1⫹C5⌫2⫹P

(3)

where R is the V/H spectral ratio, M is the moment magnitude, rcl is the closest horizontal distance (or Joyner-Boore distance) from the station to a site of interest in km,
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Figure 10. Comparison of mean predicted spectra from Equation 1 and Table 2 coefficients (for
5 percent of critical damping) with computed vertical response spectra of a) İzmit record (IZT),
Kocaeli earthquake of 1999; b) Mudurnu record (MDR), Düzce earthquake of 1999; c) Dinar
record (DIN), Dinar earthquake of 1995; and d) Erzincan record (ERC), Erzincan earthquake of
1992.

and C1 , C2 , and C3 are the scaling parameters to be determined. C4 and C5 are soil and
soft soil amplification (or de-amplification) parameters with respect to rock. ⌫ is an index variable controlling the local-site effects. For rock sites ⌫1⫽⌫2⫽0; for soil sites
⌫1⫽1 and ⌫2⫽0; for soft soil sites ⌫1⫽0 and ⌫2⫽1. The standard deviation of R is ,
and the P takes a value of 0 for mean values and 1 for 84-percentile of R. In this equation both magnitude and distance terms show geometrical attenuation, and use of logarithmic function (either log or ln) for distance term or introducing additional such terms
to have anelastic meaning if the predictive model does not improve the fit.
The rational way of determining the coefficients in the median equation here is to
apply a two-stage linear regression to isolate the local-site effects from magnitude and
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distance dependency in a similar fashion as applied earlier. Therefore, the entire data set
was regressed in the first stage disregarding the local-site effects. That yields the parameters of C1 , C2 , and C3 . In the next stage, a consistent set of amplification/deamplification parameters, C4 and C5 , was obtained to mimic the local-site conditions.
This exercise was performed for each response period individually. The resultant coefficients for Equation 3 are presented in Table 3 with their associated standard deviation,
. In general, coefficients of spectral ratios are consistent with each other and show minor fluctuations. The ratio of peak vertical to peak horizontal ground acceleration promises a standard deviation of 0.322, 0.268, and 0.280 for rock, soil, and soft soil sites,
respectively. Generally, the estimation errors are in the admissible range when compared
to those of Ambraseys et al. (1996).
The explicit investigation of V/H spectral ratios has revealed that they are strong
function of period and relatively weak function of magnitude and distance, and show
more dependence on magnitude than distance. The dependency of magnitude parameter
is positive for up to 0.2 sec, and negative trend is observed for distance parameter up to
0.18 sec. After these spectral periods both of these trends are reversed. It is also noteworthy that the negative coefficient of magnitude in Equation 3 for spectral ratios of
peak components of motion is consistent with a stronger dependence of the horizontal
from that of vertical on magnitude. That is compatible with a strike-slip faulting mechanism in such a way that with increasing earthquake magnitude the horizontal acceleration increases faster than its vertical component (Ambraseys et al. 1996). The value of
spectral ratio diminishes with decreasing magnitude and increasing distance at short periods. At long periods their influences are reversed. The dependence of magnitude on R
is demonstrated in Figure 11. Also shown in this figure are the local-site effects. The
largest short-period V/H ratios are observed to occur on soil sites at short periods where
they can reach values as high as 0.9 at 0.1-sec period. The largest long-period spectral
ratios are observed to occur on rock sites where they can reach values in excess of 0.5.
Comparisons of these results with those of Bozorgnia et al. (2000) are in partial
agreement in that their spectral ratio at short periods can reach values at short distances
in excess of 1.5 at 0.1-sec period at Holocene soil sites, and for long periods this value
can reach 0.7 at rock sites. Notably, Bozorgnia et al. (2000) investigated the worldwide
earthquake data recorded within 60 km of the causative fault. Ambraseys et al. (1996)
reported that their spectral ratios are compatible for only near-field earthquakes (rcl
⬍15 km), and for strike-slip faulting they can exceed 2 at short periods and close to 0.5
at long periods. In spite of the similarities between our results and those of Ambraseys
et al. (1996) at long periods, this high discrepancy in the short period can be attributed
to the characteristics of the near-field earthquakes in our data set. Nevertheless, there
still exists an agreement between our results and those of Ambraseys et al. (1996) in
terms of the spectral ratio of peak components of ground motion such that the ratio of
peak vertical and horizontal accelerations in both studies is close to 0.7 for magnitude
7.5 earthquake at short distances, yet Ambraseys’ spectral ratio diminishes more rapidly
with decrease in magnitude.
In general, peak values of the vertical component of motion may exceed those of the
horizontal component in the vicinity of the active faulting systems. Surprisingly, only
three data points among our 19 near-field (rcl⭐15 km) strong motion recordings follow
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Table 3. Coefficients of Equation 3 for prediction of V/H spectral ratios

* Number of records used for two-staged regression analysis of spectral ratios
** Coefficients for the ratio of peak vertical to peak horizontal ground acceleration
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Figure 11. Peak acceleration and spectral acceleration ratios for magnitude 7.4 and 5.5 earthquakes at a closest horizontal distance of 15 km.

this general trend, and for the remaining 16 near-field records, vertical component of
motion is remarkably less than that of horizontal. The distribution of spectral ratios for
our near-field data set with respect to magnitude and distance is exhibited in Figure 12.
Figure 13 shows the V/H spectral ratio of the near-field recordings for three different
subsoil conditions. Also shown in this figure is the average of the near-field data in each
site category, and our predictive curves corresponding to magnitude 6 earthquake at a
distance of 10 km (taken as the average magnitude and distance based on our near-field
data set). It can be clearly observed that there exists a consistency between the mean of
the near-field records and predictive curves based on Equation 3. Therefore, we did not

Figure 12. Distribution of the near-field data set of the ratio R of peak vertical to peak horizontal acceleration with respect to distance and magnitude.
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Figure 13. V/H Spectral ratio of near-field recordings in the data set for rock, soil, and soft-soil
site classes; solid lines represent the results of predicted spectra and mean spectra from nearfield records.

treat our near-field data separately; rather, we commingled them with the rest of the data
set (rcl⬎15 km) to determine the V/H spectral ratios that can be applicable for both nearfield and far-field earthquakes in Turkey.
As alluded to earlier, explicit determination of spectral ratios provided an opportunity for the cross-check of the proposed vertical and horizontal attenuation relationships.
The comparisons of spectral ratio curves obtained from these two separate sources are
illustrated in Figure 14 for magnitude 7.4 earthquake at 5 and 30 km of distances. Despite the discrepancies at long periods, generally there exists a good agreement between
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Figure 14. Comparison of V/H spectral ratios for magnitude 7.4 earthquake at a closest horizontal distance of (a) 5 km and (b) 30 km; black lines demonstrate the spectral ratios calculated
based on Equation 3, gray lines correspond to the ratio of vertical to horizontal attenuation relationships.
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the spectral ratios determined from Equation 3 and those explicitly obtained from predicted spectral ordinates. It is noteworthy that the horizontal attenuation model for Turkey was developed using fewer records and a different attenuation model than presented
here.
UNCERTAINTY ANALYSIS
It is customary in probabilistic seismic hazard studies to distinguish the overall uncertainty of stochastic models within two orthogonal sets. The first set constitutes the
aleatory and epistemic uncertainties and the second set encloses the modeling and parametric uncertainties. Aleatory uncertainty expresses the random variability of ground
motions (i.e., event-to-event variations) that refers to inherent unpredictability characteristics of a future event before its occurrence, such as unique details of magnitude, propagation path, site response, and source effects. It cannot be quantified in advance, and
collection of additional information may not be remedial for its reduction. However, using additional data may yield better estimates (Toro et al. 1997). Epistemic uncertainty
is due to insufficient knowledge and lack of data on the precise physics of earthquake
mechanism, and may be minimized by supplementary information (Kalkan and Gülkan
2004b).
Modeling uncertainty associated with the simulation procedure represents the variations between the physical process that generates the earthquake ground motions and the
simplified model used for their estimation (Abrahamson et al. 1990). This type of uncertainty can be evaluated by comparing model predictions to actual observations. Since
it is obtained from comparisons, the modeling uncertainty has the capability of capturing
all deficiencies of the model as long as a sufficient number of events having a wide
range of magnitudes and distances is provided. The other source of uncertainty in the
second set is the parametric uncertainty in the values of each single parameter in the
predictive model, such as model’s event, path, and site-specific parameters for future
earthquakes. This type of uncertainty is quantified by observing the variation in parameters inferred for several earthquakes and/or recordings (Toro et al. 1997). In practice,
each of these sources of uncertainty contributes about equally to the overall uncertainty
(Somerville 2000). The main difference between modeling and parametric uncertainty is
the model dependency. It is also possible to reduce the overall scatter in the estimation
process by including a more complex model that may require introducing more parameters, such as slip distribution, the location of hypocenter, slip and rupture velocity
(Somerville 2000), and the duration and frequency content of the seismogram (Bommer
and Martinez-Pereira 1999). However, this approach may not always be warranted because the attempt to increase the number of those parameters may result in an increase
in the parametric uncertainty as well. It is therefore crucial to obtain the optimal variations between the modeling and parametric uncertainties.
Both modeling and parametric uncertainties consist of the prescribed aleatory and
epistemic uncertainties, and that is the manifestation of significant interdependence between these two orthogonal sets. Accordingly, imperfect characteristics of our empirical
models inevitably result in aleatory modeling uncertainties. On the other hand, the main
source of epistemic uncertainty in our data set and predictive models is the results of the
limited number of available data utilized, its quality and lack of knowledge on their
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Figure 15. Distribution of residual of the natural logarithm of actual spectral amplitude with
respect to estimated values from Equation 1 and Table 2 at periods of 0.1, 0.3, 0.5, and 1.0 sec
for three different site categories. The horizontal bars denote mean of residuals for each site
class.

sources. Our omission of aftershock data and limiting the ground motion data set with
minimum vertical PGA of 10 mg caused additional epistemic parametric uncertainties.
In addition to that, the lack of knowledge on geological conditions of the recording stations includes more parametric uncertainties to our predictive models.
In common practice, the uncertainties attributed to modeling can be prescribed by
two goodness of fit parameters: the standard deviation and the bias, indicating on the
average how close the attenuation relationship is estimating the recorded motions. In this
study we did not pay attention to parametric uncertainties, and only focused on the quantification of modeling uncertainties. In view of this fact, the standard deviations of stochastic analyses given in both tabular and graphical forms are in admissible range for
seismic hazard studies of Turkey when compared to other common attenuation models.
Investigation of residuals showed that there is no significant bias observed in our predictions (e.g., Figures 6 and 7 for vertical PGA estimation) for each spectral period considered. That is also exemplified in the following figure (Figure 15) where the residuals
of natural logarithm of the observed acceleration values produced by Equation 1 with its
coefficients given in Table 2 are demonstrated for four different response periods (0.1,
0.3, 0.5, and 1.0 sec) in a similar fashion given by Ambraseys et al. (1996). The most
important observation to be made from this figure may extend to range and relative distribution of residuals for each site categories. Despite the observed scatter of residuals,
the mean of residuals for each site class is almost zero.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The main objective of engineering seismology is to accommodate reliable estimates
of expected levels of seismic ground motion as the primary input data for earthquake
engineering applications. The majority of the ground motion estimation equations to
serve that purpose have been developed using worldwide earthquakes. On the other
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hand, significant divergence of these models from region to region accentuates the need
to develop more locally concentrated predictive models. To accomplish that objective for
Turkey, a consistent set of empirical equations for the estimation of vertical spectra and
V/H spectral ratios was developed as the consummation of our earlier work. Based on
the highlighted issues in this paper, the following conclusions and recommendations
have been delineated.
The recommended attenuation relationships through Equation 1 and Table 2 are considered to be appropriate for the estimation of vertical components of PGA, and
5-percent-damped pseudo-absolute vertical acceleration response spectra for earthquakes having magnitudes in the range of (MW) 4.5 to 7.5 at a distance of rcl
⬍200 km for three different site categories (i.e., rock, soil, and soft soil). The database
from which these expressions have been drawn comprises 100 sets of vertical strongmotion acceleration records obtained from 65 permanent stations. This population consisted of 33 strike-slip, 12 normal, and 2 reverse-fault mechanism earthquakes with 27
rock, 26 soil, and 47 soft-soil ground motion measurements. This data set was compiled
from a variety of sources of different features and reliability, and consequently is not
claimed to be pristine. It is handicapped not only because of the sheer dearth of records
but also due to their poor distribution, arbitrary location, and possible interference from
the response of buildings where the sensors have been stationed. We have also excluded
aftershock data, and omitted records with peaks of less than about 0.01 g, and utilized
broadly described site classifications due to near-total lack of knowledge of local geology at the recording stations. We did not treat the faulting mechanism as an independent
parameter due to dominance of strike-slip events in our data set. Despite our efforts to
double a previously compiled strong motion data library including many recent events,
and performing considerable refinements and revisions, there still exists larger margins
of errors in the estimates, notably for the spectral accelerations at long periods.
The study clearly manifests the influence of site geology on the vertical ground motion as it varies with respect to the horizontal. Site amplification factors are found to be
less pronounceable for the vertical spectrum than those for the horizontal spectrum. The
largest amplifications occur at soft-soil sites during horizontal motion, whereas, for vertical motion, soil sites yield the maximum amplification.
The spectral shape and periods at which the maxima occur are dissimilar for vertical
and horizontal motions. With a faster attenuation of spectral ordinates at short periods,
the shape of the vertical response spectrum shows in contrast slower decay at long periods. These differences are large enough to warrant consideration in the definition of
design spectra in future editions of the regulatory Turkish Seismic Code (Regulation for
Structures to be Built in Disaster Areas) (Ministry 1998).
As expected, the vertical component of motion attenuates faster than that of its horizontal with respect to the distance. The comparisons of our curves with those of other
vertical attenuation relationships reveal that they overestimate our peak and spectral acceleration values at closer distances, whereas trends of our curves are generally above
the others for farther distances. Among the other models we have used for comparison,
the equations of Ambraseys et al. (1996) for European earthquakes yield the best match,
particularly past source-to-site distance of 10 km. Whether this is caused by the fact that
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and Earthquake Research Institute, (www.koeri.boun.edu.tr); ITU-Istanbul Technical University (www.ins.itu.edu.tr).

** Information sources: ADA-Adalier et al. (2000); AKK-Akkar et al. (2002); AMB-Ambraseys (1988); AMB2000-Ambraseys et al. (2000); ADN-Anderson et al.
(2001); COS-Cosmos, (http://db.cosmos-eq.org); DEM 1-Demirtas et al. (2000a); DEM 2-Demirtas et al. (2000b); GUL-Gülkan et al. (2002); NEI-CNSS Catalogue, U.S. Council of National Seismic System, (http://quake.geo.berkeley.edu/cnss/catalog-search.html); PEER-Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center., (http://peer.berkeley.edu/smcat); SUC-Sucuoglu et al. (2001); USGS-Celebi et al. (2001).
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* Data source: ERD-General Directorate of Disaster Affairs, Earthquake Research Dept. (www.deprem.gov.tr); KOERI-Bogazici University, Kandilli Observatory
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Ambraseys’ study utilized data recorded also in Turkey and/or regional resemblance between Turkey and Europe cannot be answered, except on a conjectural basis, from which
we refrain.
We find that for the Turkish data set, V/H spectral ratios vary significantly with spectral periods and show relatively less dependence on local-site geology to magnitude and
distance. Dependence on local-site conditions decreases at long periods. Close distances
at short periods produce the largest V/H spectral ratios, where they can reach up to 0.9
at 0.1 sec at soil sites. The largest long period V/H spectral ratios are observed at 2.0 sec,
where they can reach values in excess of 0.5 at rock sites. Generally, V/H ratios show
more magnitude dependency than distance, and are around 0.75 at short periods, 0.4 at
intermediate periods, and reach 0.5 at long periods. The ratio of vertical to horizontal
PGA ranges from approximately 0.5 to 0.7 for the general comparisons. That suggests
the commonly assumed value of two-thirds is reasonable for only the peak values of motion, and for the spectral periods, practicing this common value is found to be misleading in such a way that it underestimates V/H spectral ratios at short periods, but at long
periods reverse is hold.
The comparisons of our empirical model of V/H spectral ratios with recently reported models show that the influence of the site geology on the amplitude of spectral
ratios obtained from the model of Bozorgnia et al. (2000) are more noticeable than those
distilled from our model. Notably, European model here does not consider the soil effects, as we found necessary for Turkey. In addition, there appears to be a good agreement in the amplitude of V/H ratios at long periods (T⬎0.3 sec) when our curves are
compared with Bozorgnia et al. (2000) and Ambraseys et al. (1996). At short periods
this behavior is less pronounced and our curves appear to be underestimating.
In general, vertical accelerations are less than their horizontal component of strong
motion data recorded. In contrast, this observation may differ for near-fault ground motions due to the significant effects of seismic source (e.g., radiation pattern, directivity,
rupture model, stress drop) and also wave propagation (e.g., lateral scatterers, fault
zone). Therefore, the amplitude of vertical component of ground motion may exceed
that of its horizontal but falls off with distance in the close vicinity of fault tectonic area.
Intriguingly, among our limited 19 near-field recordings (14 strike-slip and 5 normal
faulting), the vertical component of motion exceeds that of horizontal for only a few of
the recordings (Figures 12 and 13). That might be attributed to dominance of strike-slip
events in our data set due to the characteristics of strike-slip fault mechanism to produce
less peaks as compared to thrust and normal faults. The accumulation of additional nearfield strong motion records in the future will definitely improve our understanding of the
near-field seismotectonic characteristics of Turkey. Yet, if the currently observed trend is
genuine, it may still suggest the nonconservatism of the two-thirds ratio at short periods,
but its conservatism at long periods for near-field earthquakes as well as for far-field
earthquakes.
The analysis of residuals also elucidated that the prediction of V/H spectral ratio
from attenuation relationships developed independently of the horizontal and vertical
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components of PGA and spectral accelerations are unbiased. That advocates the applicability of the proposed empirical model via Equation 3 with the coefficients in Table 3
to estimate the V/H spectral ratios for Turkey.
It is a truism that as additional strong motion records, shear wave velocity profiles
for the recording sites, and better determined distance data become available for Turkey,
the attenuation relationships derived in this study can be progressively refined, and their
uncertainties can be reduced.
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